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Wayne Cantell test drives the
latest Citroen CX 24O0 Pallas -

a car which now incorDorates
several specification changes

purely for the Australian market!

cx 2400
o

o o.vlc
ogr6qble!

/l FTER sufiering for years as a result of
n i . l adeqJa te  d i s l  bL l i on  dnd  se rv i ue .
Citroen is again on the move in Austral ia.

Sydney. B.yson rndJsl ies. ano Mdrirr
I /otors in Oueensland, are now beginning to
move these f ine French cars after a major re-
think and re organisation of distr ibution sales
and servicing faci i t ies.

Included in the re-organisation was the es
tabl ishment of a mechanics training school by
Brysons, and the instal lat ion ol advanced
eleckonic service faci l i t ies in their main Syd-
ney servrce complex.

Add  l o  h i s  . l - e  upg rao inq  o l  r he  ca r ' s
specif icai ions for Austral ia and you have on
your hands a competit ive, i f  exclusive, luxury
package.

COMPUTEST
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This wide angle shot lright)
accentuates the spzce'age lines
of the CX. The inte.iot lbelow

right) takes the theme even
furtlEr with aircrcftJike instu'

mentati on, fingertip contrcls ancl.
a console housing stereo,manual/

auto shift, and hYdrculic
tuspension contfols.



Many people are fr ightened of Citroen for
two val id, but very dit ferent feasons. Flrst ot a
the re  i s  t he  des ign .  l t  i s  advanced ,
aerodynamic and unusual. And l ike anything
whrch s 1ol a1 accepleo uo4ven-ion, peop e
w i l l  e i t he r  l ke  i t  o r  d i s l i ke  i t  .  .  .  i n t ense , .

The second thing that makes people uncer
l d i n  o ' r he  ra roJ .  i s  i l s  uo rp tex i r y  o l  dFs ig . t
ard the ortt iculry rtat L edtes. T a a n rg
adequate service. This latter point is the one
which the new distr ibutors have taken very
serious y, hence the training school and the
ne$/ e ectronic mainlenance equipment. EVen
so, the marketforthe Citroen CX is l imiteo ano
the distr ibutors admit that Theirs is an exc u-
sive cl ientele, but one which they wouLd st lLl
l ike to increase.

Tl-e new car is ror d lot ditrerei l  lo i ls n.p
oecessor, rhe CX 2000.

The engine capacity has been ncreased by
inc'eos'rg lhe bore srze by J.5-n ro93 5n. 'r
Thes r ro^e ras remar reo r i esdn  ed l85 .5mm.
The increased bore size resulted in an addl-
t ional 172cc of capacity to take the engine to
2347ac.

The extra capacity has also uprated the en-
gine's power output sl ightly Jrom 82kW to
85.75kW at 5500rpm.

A l rhoJgh  o r  l y  a  s l i gh r  r c r "ase  14 .5  pe r -
cenl l .  i r  does show r,p i1 rne car s Lph' l l  pe-
tormance part icularly in the C-matic (auto)
versl0n.

However, one othef very interesting change
to the car is the insta at ion of a special air-
condlt ioning unit deve oped for Cltroen Au
s r ra l i a  by  Syoney  s  A l l  Cd .  A r .  Cono i l  o r  i 19

The unit features a dual condenser system.
In the iront is a con'rp ete y conventiona air,
condit ioning system as we al l  understand i i .
Then in the boot of the car is a second con
den<p' Lo supo'y adoi l  or d, .oo rg ro. rne
rear outlets. A single compressor is used and
the coo ant pumped back to the rear con-
densp l f"ough a comple^ unde. ' .oor p pe
system. The move a rnost doubles the cool ing
capacity ofthe unit which orig inal ly was found
inadequate for Austral ian cond i t ions because
ot the large areas ofsteep y raked glass on the
cal.

The air-condit ioning (venti lat ion) in the CX
is quite interesting. l t  has e even lront outlets
(three demister, iwo 

".yeball ,  
two centre con-

sole, lwo front footwelL and two rea, and lour
rear outlets mounted in the back parcel shelf
and operating via the boot-mounted con
denser. The outlets are designed n such a
manner that the air,  whether waTm oT co d,
circulates the car and exhausts through a
sefles ol vents under the leading edge of the
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rear seat. l t  s ingenious and works very well .
The CX 2400 Pal as is ava lable only in two

forms in Austral ia. Everything is standard -
C-r.atte auto, power steering, A[,4/FN/ radio
cassette, t lnted glass, electr ic front wiIdows
electr lc door mlrror and of course I l iche in
tyres. The price? $22,220. The on y avai lab e
option is genuine eather upholstery and that
wil l  set the buyer back a cool grand. That s
r ight, an addit ional one lhousand dol larsl

The standard f lnish to the interior is a synth,
et c jersey wool type fabric. l t  s very comtofia-
b e and appears to hand e our c imatic condi-
t ions very we al lowing the body and seat to
brealhe in hot condit ions for good passenger
corflorL

The seats are soft and enveloping ln the
tradit ionaL French style and provide remarka
bly good support al l  round. For a standard
seatthey are very we Lshaped. Rearseat paS
seaqe'. also gel ird v dud b.l(  lel-sryla seal
r1g sepa'dled by a pul l  down drmresr l te
rear seat wi l l  carry three passengers al-
though the centre passenger doesn t get the
same arnount of comfort The car is idea ly
suited as a four seater only.-he 

nte' ior is nFo wir. l  oeep pi lF caroet
' l_ oughoJr ard .oLr d dedde,l  rg is e),ce erL
The orlv drsaOporntrr g dopect or t l .e inle' ,o. is
the p astic looklng door tr ims wh ch detract
lrom the overal l  f inish and on rough roads do'e 'd to rdlt le F onl sedl pa..elgers ga n a
l.aldy cd'rv oouch r1 lhe frolt  ooor r ir  i19s a
the area devoted n the rear doors to the firan-
ual w ndow winder.

l1 lhe cockpi. d.ea - des..v'19 ot lhe air
craft t l t le because of i ts appearance the
drlver gets everything he wants at f inger-t ip
Leve. l t  does take a l i t t le gett ing used to, but
once you ve sett led into the various idiosyn-
( ' as  es  o f  i he  sysLem i s  a  t v6  y  l og iLa .

Right in fronr of the driver is a space-age

The Citrcen's 2.4 !itre engine is
mounted trantversely and drives
the frcnt wheels. ln spite of
looking clutEred, all basic engine
components are easily accessible.
The unusual headlight shape
lbelow) and general frcnt end
design contribute grcatly to the
car's excellent aerody nam ics.

pod. t  s the only way to describe i t .  From the
base of the pod extends the sing e curved arm
to which the steering whee ls af lxed Fra..ed
in the whee are the two anajor instruments
which stare back at you from behind thlck
magnllying enses - the tachometer and the
speedo. Between these two nstruments are
the mileage (ki lometreage) recofder and the
odometer. On the outside are the clock (to the
Left) and thsiuel gauge and voLtmeter (to the
right).  I  hen n a narrow band r ight across the
lop ol rhF :ns Jn e.t pod are a rhe wa aing
rgnIs.

The extren r l  Fc o- _ha i  r> L^ Fn , loLJtng
curve back towards the steerlng wheel and
driver. A n-rost touching the wheel these areas
locate rocker switches for the indicators and
horn ( eft  hand side) and the high beam dip
switch and head ight fasher on the r ight
Under the pod are the Light sw tch and pane
rheostat (r lght) and w per/washer and hazard
warning switch to the eft.  The lgnit lon switch
s just to the left  of the steer ng co umn and the
manual c ock to the r tht

Completing the drlver cocoon ls the cenke
console. The most eye catching feature ls the
tennis-ba I ke device on the very top. After a
few moment's f iddl ing i t  opens - an ashtrayl
The stereo systean is next down the console
and controls for the air-condit ionlng. Then
there's a small  bjts and pieces compafrment
and the gear ever. Yes i t 's an automatlc wrth
a gear LeveT.

You can eave the car ln second gear al lday
around the c ty, select ing f irst ior steep hi s
and top for open road cruising. Alternative y
you can drive i t just ike a manual three-speed
without clutch. As you appLy pressure 10 the
gear Lever, a torque converter automatical y
engages and d sengages the clutch. (Sim lar
t o  t he  Po rsche  Vo  kswagen ,  NSU Ro80
spoa(matlc boxes). This section of the ccnso e
dl.o hoJ5es rhe hld o-OleJmarr. .  Lsoe,lc ol
controls, the power window switches, etc.

bpac ia  _n i19 ,  . o  ' t o l o '  - l F te  
s  ro  se l f

cancel ing on the indicators which is a no-no,
dl i . loLgh so-Frr rg yoJ ger used Lo Hdv:r g
the dip-switch where i t  is at f ingert ip level is
also a no-no. When you're driving in the
s  d g n  a h e o d p o r t . o 1  i l  > I r F - l ' y d i o p i r g
your ights in the midd e of a cornerl

The horn - we I that s someth ng again. l t  s
a two posit ion button Press i t  l ight ly and a
re at ively oud conventional electr ic horn wi I
move l i t t le o d adles and kids out of the way
without fr ightening thenr to death Push i t  a
tt le harder and i t  cuts in a tr lp e horn system

which is guaranteed to take ten years otf the



l f e  o f  any  s t ray  R  cha rd  C ran iu .n  do ing
Bokm/h in the fast lane

The r ide ln the Citroen is notab e because i t
is so qu et and comfortabLe. In the CX Pa as
the c ever use ol sound absorbing materia s
(such as heavy carpets and the heavy lefsey
style labric) reduces road noise to a m nimum
Wind no se s almost neg ig b e thanks to ex-
cel lent aerodynam cs and engine noise be-
cornes obtrusive on y at very high revs

What ls disconcert ing ls the way the car wil l
se t t  e  and  eve l  i t se l f  ou t  on  t he  hyd ro -
pneumatic suspenslon everyt me you stop.

L think most peop e understand a l i t t  e about
the suspens on system so won't go into a
great deal of technica detai i .  Basica ly what
happens is this. Each whee s connected to a
suspension baLl which replaces the conven
tiona shock absorberi spring system. The ba
s l i  led wiih a .nixture of gas and ol .  The
nteraction between lhe oi ( incompressib e)
and the gas (conrpress b e) absorbs the road
shocks and improves stabi i ty, ensuring atthe
same t ime that the car remains Level. This
applies whether on rough or uneven sLrrtaces
orwhen the car is heavi ly laden with luggage.

The system a so provldes a bui l t  in anti  dive
system by compensating for weight transfer
under heavy braking.

The cals handling is a combination ol good
and bad

n long sweeplng curves i t  is excel lent. The
self leve ing suspens on keeps the car I  at
and eve maintaining maxmum wheel con-
tact with the road surface at al l  l imes

ldea for freeways and the autobahns and
autostradas of Europe. Unfortunate y here on
oL rouc, oads _l^6 selt  evel l  rg ,u5oen> o ,
doen not take kind y to short sharp corn-ars
a ro  cJ  ves  o r  l r . s t \  oe r  05  f " c  i ,  goes
op'qerl  Iryi  rg Io co't1pe^\dle d1o se.s uo vio-
l en tbody ro  wh l chcanbequ i t e f r i gh ten ing to
lhe uninlt iated.

The power steerlng s another thing you
musl gel Ltseo Io.

The system - known as Dirav - is power
s tee r i ng  w1h  va rab le  ra t i o  and  au toma t i c
seLf-centr ng The power decreases as the
cars speed increases which is f ine. But the
power return or se f centr ing can catch you
unawares and have you wa lowing al overthe
'o "o  A .  , t d1d . l r l  Lhe  po , ^e r  as . i s l  i .  so
strong lhat you can turn to fu I  lock and then et
the wheel go, and the auton'rat ic return wil l
turn the wheels back to the straight ahead
pos  t i on l

Driv ng around the ci ly at ow speeds,
where the power steer ng s at ts strongest, is
where you not ce this problem most Whenthe
aiet caftect ion situation occu!6 the suspen-
slon also tr ies to compensate ior the body rol
and results n a weird rocking motion lrom
side to side As I said, i t  takes some gett ing
used to. However t justcan t be beatenforout
and out manouvrab l i ty

The C lroen s perforrnance is not stagger-
ing l ts comfortable and adequate and i ts
high speed lourlng capabi l ly is most proba-
bl) ." sL'or ges. poi1l.  

-o 
ea ly ger I  goi. lg

around town you have to work the gears and
the engine hard and that results in poor
economy and increased interior noise.

BLI oLl o. l  l . re oper rodd l l-e cdr wi l lcruise
ve ry  Lo - fo1do  y  a l l  d " y  a  l 00km h  p lLs .  i 1
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complele comTo11,
I managed an average fuel consumptlon tor

our test period o113.1 l i tres/100knr (2T.5mpg)
which is not spectacular for a four cyl inder car
bJ t  i )  acc .p lab  e  i .  r l ^e  l  gh l  o ' r he  ca  "  s . ze .
weight, appointments and comfortable carry
ing capacity. l t  is a so marginai y better than
tl-e colsJnptior of rhe CX 2000. i ls p e-
decessor, which carr ied the same oad \, ! i th a
smal er enqine The CX 2200 returned a best
ol 12.8 i tres for a hundred kl lometres (22
mpg) .

Braking is without any doubt at a the Cit
roen's strongest and most remarkab e point.
The car does not have a pedal, but a button on
the f loor which ooks simi ar to a pedal Thls
activates the four wheel discs at a touch, and
again Like everything with the Citroen i t  takes
gett ing used tol The f irst iew altempts wi
resu t ln dramatical ly sudden stops . .  .  then
you rea ise that the brakes require on y a
touch. The self- level l ing suspenslon works
we l l  i 1  ( o1 ,u r  c l i on  w i l h  i he  baa les  e l sJ r i , l g
f lat and evel stops under any circurnstances
There is l i t t  e or no brake fade even alter a
1un_oe'o{ e'ne'qerLy s.ops drd trsimpos5,-
b/e to lock the wheels and skid.

In fact, in an attempt to lock the wheels
during one test run l threw my ful l  wejght (a
mean 88kg) onto the stop button to such an
exteni that the musc es in my calf  cramped on
me, and st i l l  na"lock-up!

Bu t , t ha t l s t heC i t r oen . . .  aca f  o f  ex t re rnes .
Exkeme y advanced design, extremely con-r
plex, extremely good at some things and not
so good at others.

But, at close to $23,000 on the road, I  f ind l t
dit f icult  to bel ieve the car would appea to
more than the dedicated and enthusiastlc Cit

Door trims (below left) wete disappointing" The plastic-style finish rattles on rough roads. The
map pocket and storage bin are excellent ideas and the car gets electlic lemote-contol exterior
mitrcrc. The inte or lbelow right) is very plush. The front passenger map light is standard,
interiof trim comes in a jercey mate al ps shown here. or in genuine leather- Seats arc excellent.

tr

THE SYDNEY TO HOBART
.  THE SENSATIONAL

MAXI  RACE -
The world's biggest and

taslesl ocean racing yachts

roen ownet.



CITROEN CX24OO PALLAS
ROAD TEST DATA

/Is lesred,

ENGINE
Local or . .. .. .. . .. . .. Fronl
C y l n d e r s  . . . . . . . .  .  .  F o ! r ,  i n -  r r e
B o e . S r o r e  q l <  8 5 5 m
Capac i1y . . .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2347 cc
Carb l ra t  on  . .  . . . .  Weber  lwn- lh roa t  down d€n
compresslon Fat o . .. . . .. . 8.75 to l
Fue P lmp . .  .  .  . . . . . . . .  Mechan ca
Va ve  Gear  .  . . .  . . .  . . .  . .S ing  e  s  de-moun led  camshat l
C a med Power. .85 75kW al 5500 rpm
Ca med Torqle . 179 Nm at 2750 rpm
Max lmum Fecommended Eng ine  Speed .  .  .6000 rpm
Speciflc Power Outpul . 365 kwlt.e

TRANSMISSION
Type .. .. . . . Three speed, semi automalic

DIMENSIONS AND WEIGHT
whee base.  . :  .  .  . .  .  . .  .  . . .  . .  .  . .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2845 mm

.  F r o l ] l  T r a c k  . . . . . .  . . . . . . . .  . .  . . . . 1 4 7 4 m
Fear  T@ck .  . .  . .  . .  .  1360 mm
Overal Length . . .. 4666 mm
O v e €  W l d l h  . . . . 1 7 3 4 m m
Overa lL  He lgh1. .  i  360  mm
Gro lndc lea@nce . . .  . . . .  . .  . . varab le  j5 t275mm

K e r b  W e  g h t . .  . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . 1 3 0 0 k 9
Weiqhl lo Power .15 2 kq/kw

CAPACITIES AND EOUIPMENT
F l e l  l a n k . . . . .  . . . .  6 8 l i l r e s
coor  .g  sys lem . .  .  . .  .  . - .  . .  .  . .  .  .  I75  i l res
Erg ine  Sump. . .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .4 .6  i r res
B a n e r y . .  . . .  . l 2 V 5 5 A h
Al rerna lo r  .  . .724

FUEL CONSUMPTION
Averaqe fo r - re$  .  . .  .  . . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  13 .1  l t res /100 km
Bes l  Recorded. .  . . .  .  12 .8  l t res /100 km

Gear Fatlo km/hr000 rpm Max speed
F i 6 1  . .  .  1 9 0 0  1 3 5  1 9 2
S e c o n d .  . .  r  1 0 0  2 1 2  1 2 7
Th rd .. .. 0 800 32.0 142
F.a l  Dr ive  Fat  o .  4  800

SUSPENSION
ACCELERATION

Fronl/Rear Fydro-pnelmalic wilh aulomalic
seli-leve ing and adj!stabLe r de he ghladj!stabLe r de he ghl

'  ' , ' , ' , ' , '  ' , '  5  5 J  1 4

0-60 lm/h  .  .  .

.  M che i f  XVS 185/14  O 1ZO km/h

BRAKES
F r o n t .  . . . . . . 2 6 0 m m d s c s
Fear . .  .  .  . .233  mm drscs

STEERING
Type . .. . . ... .Di€v powerassist
T l rns ,  Lock  to  Lock  .  . .  . .  .  . .  .  .2 .5
F a t  o  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . V a r a b  e
Turn ing  C rc  e  . .  .  . .  . .  .10  9  met res

S l a n d l n g  4 0 0  m e t r e s . . . .  . .  . . .  . . . . . . . . . . .  .  2 0  s e c o n d s

OVERTAKING TIMES
2n.t 3rd

5 0 - 8 0 k m / h . . .  6 6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 6
6 0  1 0 0 k m / h . . .  .  . .  . .  . .  . . .  . . 1 0 . 0 . .  .  .  .  . . . .  . . 1 3 2

BRAKING
100-o

THE FIVE.STAR TEST

Finish *tr**
comfort ****
Handling ***
Brakes *****
Performance *tr**
ouietness ****
Luggage Capacity ***
Value for money ***

CTIECKLIST

Adjustable steerinq.

Pe l ro l  I  le r  lock  .  . .  .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  .  . .  . .  .No
Power  s leer ing .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . . . .  . . . .  . .  . .  . . .  . . .  . .  . . .Yes
Power  w indows . .  . . .  . .  . . .Yes

Re.w lndow wiper  . . .
Femole oltside miror adjustmenl . . .. . No

COMPARISONS ACCEIERATION BAAKING

(r.w)
PRICE $

Rover 3500 120.0 18.73528 44.0 24,750

BNtW 323i 2315 105 17.9 1 2 . 9 19,320

Saab 5-dr Turbo 147 1 2 . 8 24,75017 .3 43.0

Peugeot604 9402664 45.0 22,950

-" o,,ry r*ign FoOua to .in . @@r€d SEMA 8e3! N€w Product A\Mrd, 1974 tlow one of ths top elllng aftsmrket filt€6 In the US, .nd Exported Mbrldwi.le

RAM FLo's uniqDe desian Provides a lalge fihcr

"re", 
cilotrins unimpdted dr nos, d'n "' 

hiCh RPM

r o . ) u . r u d n ( , u c m r F m , n i  * - i l i \ ,
requires no hessy oiling, md m"inlaiN its filtering
effi.icn.y wher wdhed reguldly in soapy wate!.
Simply dry and replace! Ii seniced conectly,

RAM FLO Filt€r3 are availablc in fou air{ow
.:oa.ities wth neck &d ilMse filtins! io suir all
ooou la  .a "  *  moror . !c1 . " ,  

-Thn 
c ;  be  pur "hdr

Ef,Y'E conpoRATroN pty.Lrd., Ph. (02) 7473333 \
166-176 ParEmltta Rd., BURWOOD, N.s.W. Telex 26421 

_ '::ag|i

vr.Fep6Bnrtivs; Bod wavr ns {03)3oa26r1
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One of the realingredients of success
is an open mind.

It is not easy lo convince somc pcopie to drivc a
Citrodn. l lut if I ou o,e ,.n..",,1uI *o.,gh to have
u I.,*.,rv .or, rnoy ,ue ask ,uhcther vou Jchieved
that succcss L1'follo,ving 

"u"rvone 
else?

'fhe 
Cttroln is unlike olhcr cars. But vou cannot

Le  1"1 , ,  r , , v i t l ,o , r t  h " rne  , l ; [ " r "n l
'l'herc 

are so manl' Lhings LotL ]rcttcr ancl
c{iffercnt aLout thc Citroirn CX24OO that vou're
n o l  t i \ j n (  r ' ' , r . ,  J l  , , ,  h c r ' ,  

"  i f  y o u  s i r n r , J \  s , r v  i [  s
' ' o '  lo r  ' . . . ,  \ .  l t l ;1 "  h , ,L le  " io t .  :n - ihe
Arrstralian C)ctober 25rd, 1979, 

'The 
CX24OO

Las rvhat it tales to qualify as thc bcst all rorrnd
lmporlcd Irrrrrrl car lor the price.'

It -uLes no,mol dri l ing erpectations quitc out of

clate. lts safetv is rcmarkable, tts high spced
per lo rmln ,  o  , .  . (n . i l i onrJ  l l .  ,  i t )  per lo rnr , rn re
mal ie .  d r i r ing  a  p l .osur " .  lL  l ,o .  o -p iou ,  n .  s imp l " .
c .onomi ,  c l  .1  '  y l inder ,  ne ine .  l t  hn .  cvor l
Iuxu,4', mountecl in rvhat.is possibly the inost
rcvoLutionarv car of its t ime.

IL t 'osts nolhing to open your rnincl. ISrl son
Inclustries Limiled. i l i ,L,ib,ltor. oI CtLrolu,
Sydney 358 ,12(16, N'lelbourne ,128 I 551 .
Ade la ide  212 .1151 .
Queenslancl clistributors
\ lo r im Moror . .  Ncr r .1 "3d  52  71- -
WA cltstributors Motts of Welshpool, asB 5Bss.

BRYSONACITROEN


