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agreable!

Wayne Cantell test drives the
fatest Citroen CX 2400 Pallas —

a car which now incorporates
several specification changes
purely for the Australian market!

(X 2400

oooVie

FTER suffering for years as a result of
inadequate distribution and service,
Citroen is again on the move in Australia.

Sydney's Bryson Industries, and Maxim
Motors in Queensland, are now beginning to
move these fine French cars after a major re-
think and re-organisation of distribution, sales
and servicing facilities.

Included in the re-organisation was the es-
tablishment of a mechanics training school by
Bryscns, and the installation of advanced
electronic service facilities in their main Syd-
ney service complex.

Add to this the upgrading of the car's
specifications for Australia and you have on
your hands a competitive, if exclusive, luxury
package.

COMPUTEST
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This wide angle shot (right)
accentuates the space-age lines
of the CX. The interior (below

right) takes the theme even

further with aircraft-like instru-
mentation, fingertip controls and
aconsole housing stereo, manual/
auto shift, and hydraulic
suspension controls.




Many people are frightened of Citroen for
two valid, but very different reasons. First of all
there is the design. It is advanced,
aerodynamic and unusual. And like anything
which is not an accepted convention, people
will either like it or dislike it . . . intensely.

The second thing that makes people uncer-
tain of the margue is its complexity of design
and the difficulty that creates, in attaining
adeqguate service. This latter point is the one
which the new distributors have taken very
seriously, hence the training school and the
new electronic maintenance equipment, Even
s0, the market for the Citroen CX is limited and
the distributors admit that. Theirs is an exclu-
sive clientele, but one which they would still
like to increase.

The new car is not a lot different to its pre-
decessor, the CX 2000.

The engine capacity has been increased by
increasing the bore size by 3.5mm to 93.5mm.
The stroke has remained the same at 85.5mm.
The increased bore size resulted in an addi-
tional 172cc of capacity to take the engine to
2347cc.

The extra capacity has also uprated the en-
gine’s power output slightly from 82kW to
85.75kW at 5500rpm.

Although only a slight increase (4.5 per-
cent), it does show up in the car's uphill per-
formance particularly in the C-matic (auto)
version.

However, one other very interesting change
to the car is the installation of a special air-
conditioning unit developed for Citroen Au-
stralia by Sydney’s All Car Air Conditioning.

The unit features a dual condenser system.
In the front is a completely conventional air-
conditioning system as we all understand it.
Then, in the boot of the car is a second con-
denser to supply additional coaling for the
rear outlets, A single compressor is used and
the coolant pumped back to the rear con-
denser through a complex under-floor pipe
system. The move almost doubles the cooling
capacity of the unitwhich originally was found
inadequate for Australian conditions because
of the large areas of steeply raked glass on the
car.

The air-conditioning (ventilation) in the CX
is quite interesting. It has eleven front outlets
(three demister, two eyeball, two centre con-
sole, two front footwell and two rear) and four
rear outlets mounted in the back parcel shelf
and operating via the boot-mounted con-
denser. The outlets are designed in such a
manner that the air, whether warm or cold,
circulates the car and exhausts through a
series of vents under the leading edge of the
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rear seat. It's ingenious and works very well.

The CX 2400 Pallas is available only in two
forms in Australia. Everything is standard —
C-matte auto, power steering, AM/FM radio
cassetle, tinted glass, electric front windows,
electric door mirror and of course Michelin
tyres. The price? $22,220. The only available
option is genuine leather upholstery and that
will set the buyer back a cool grand. That's
right, an additional one thousand dollars!

The standard finish to the interior is a synth-
etic jersey wool type fabric. It's very comforta-
ble and appears to handle our climatic condi-
tions very well, allowing the body and seat to
breathe in hot conditions for good passenger
comfort.

The seats are soft and enveloping in the
traditional French style and provide remarka-
bly good support all round. For a standard
seat they are very well shaped. Rear seat pas-
sengers also get individual bucket-style seat-
ing separated by a pull-down armrest. The
rear seat will carry three passengers, al-
though the centre passenger doesn't get the
same amount of comfort. The car is ideally
suited as a four-seater only.

The interior is lined with deep pile carpet
throughout and sound deadening is excellent.
The only disappointing aspect of the interior is
the plastic looking door trims which detract
from the overall finish, and on rough roads do
tend to rattle. Front seat passengers gain a
handy carry pouch in the front door linings in
the area devoted in the rear doors to the man-
ual window winder.

In the cockpit area — deserving of the air-
craft title because of its appearance — the
driver gets everything he wants at finger-tip
level. It does take a little getting used to, but
once you've settled into the various idiosyn-
crasies of the system it's all very logical.

Right in front of the driver is a space-age

The Citroen’s 2.4 Iitre engine is
mounted transversely and drives
the front wheels. In spite of
looking cluttered, all basic engine
components are easily accessible.
The unusual headlight shape
{below) and general front end
design contribute greatly to the
car’s excellent aerodynamics.

pod. It's the only way to describe it. From the
base of the pod extends the single curved arm
to which the steering wheel is afixed. Framed
in the wheel are the two major instruments
which stare back at you from behind thick
magnifying lenses — the tachometer and the
speedo. Between these two instruments are
the mileage (kilometreage) recorder and the
odometer. On the outside are the clock (to the
left) and the'fuel gauge and voltmeter (to the
right). Then in a narrow band right across the
top of the instrument pod are all the warning
lights.

The extremities of the instrument housing
curve back towards the steering wheel and
driver. Almost touching the wheel these areas
locate rocker switches for the indicators and
horn (left hand side) and the high beam dip
switch and headlight flasher on the right.
Under the pod are the light switch and panel
rheostat (right) and wiper/washer and hazard
warning switch to the left. The ignition switch
is just to the left of the steering column and the
manual clock to the right.

Completing the driver cocoon is the centre
console. The most eye-catching feature is the
tennis-ball like device on the very top. After a
few moment's fiddling it opens — an ashtray!
The stereo system is next down the console
and controls for the air-conditioning. Then
there's a small bits and pieces compartment
and the gear lever. Yes, it's an automatic with
a gear lever.

You can leave the car in second gearall day
around the city, selecting first for steep hills
and top for open road cruising. Alternatively
you can drive it just like a manual three-speed
without clutch. As you apply pressure to the
gear lever, a torgue converter automatically
engages and disengages the clutch. (Similar
to the Porsche, Volkswagen, NSU Ra80
sportmatic boxes). This section of the ccnsole
also houses the hydro-pneumatic suspension
controls, the power window switches, etc.

Special things to note? There's no self-
cancelling on the indicators which is a no-no,
although something you get used to. Having
the dip-switch where it is at fingertip level is
also a no-no. When you're driving in the
straight ahead position it's fine — try dipping
your lights in the middle of a corner!

The horn — well that's something again. It's
a two position button. Press it lightly and a
relatively loud conventional electric horn will
move little old ladies and kids out of the way
without frightening them to death. Push it a
little harder and it cuts in a triple horn system
which is guaranteed to take ten years off the

77



life of any stray Richard Cranium doing
80km/h in the fast lane!

The ride in the Citroen is notable because it
is so guiet and comfortable. In the CX Pallas
the clever use of sound absorbing materials
(such as heavy carpets and the heavy jersey
style fabric) reduces road noise toa minimum.
Wind noise is almost negligible, thanks to ex-
cellent aerodynamics and engine noise be-
comes obtrusive only at very high revs.

What is disconcerting is the way the car will
settle and level itself out on the hydro-
pneumatic suspension everytime you stop.

I think most pecple understand a little about
the suspension system so | won't go into a
great deal of technical detail. Basically what
happens is this. Each wheel is connected to a
suspension ball which replaces the conven-
tional shock absorber/spring system. The ball
is filled with a mixture of gas and oil. The
interaction between the oil (incompressible)
and the gas (compressible) absorbs the road
shocks and improves stability, ensuring atthe
same time that the car remains level. This
applies whether on rough or uneven surfaces
orwhenthe caris heavily laden with luggage.

The system also provides a builtin anti-dive
system by compensating for weight transfer
under heavy braking.

The car’s handling is a combination of good
and bad.

In long sweeping curves it is excellent. The
self-levelling suspension keeps the car flat
and level maintaining maximum wheel con-
tact with the road surface at.all times.

Ideal for freeways and the autobahns and
autostradas of Europe. Unfortunately here on
our lousy roads the self-levelling suspension
doen not take kindly to short sharp corers
and curves, or twisty bends. In fact it goes
‘berserk trying to compensate and sets up vio-
lent body roll which can be quite frightening to
the uninitiated.

The power steering is another thing you
must get used to.

The system — known as Diravi — is power
steering with variable ratio and automatic
self-centring. The power decreases as the
car's speed increases, which is fine. But the
power return or self-centring can catch you
unawares and have you wallowing all over the
road. At standstill, the power assist is so
strong that you can turn to full lock and then let
the wheel go, and the automatic return will
turn the wheels back to the straight ahead
position!

Driving around the city at low speeds,
where the power steering is at its strongest, is
where you natice this problem most. When the
over-correction situation occurs the suspen-
sion also tries to compensate for the body roll
and results in a weird rocking motion from
side to side. As | said, it takes some getting
used to. However it just can't be beaten for cut
and out manouvrability.

The Citroen's performance is not stagger-
ing. It's comfortable and adequate and its
high speed touring capability is most proba-
bly its strongest point. To really get it going
around town you have to work the gears and
the engine hard — and that results in poor
economy and increased interior noise.

But, out on the open road the car will cruise
very comfortably all day at 100km/h plus, in
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Door trims (below left) were disappointing. The plastic-style finish rattles on rough roads. The
map pocket and storage bin are excellent ideas and the car gets electric remote-control exterior
mirrors. The interior (below right) is very plush. The front passenger map light is standard,
interior trim comes in a jersey material as shown here, or in genuine leather. Seats are excellent.

complete comtort.

| managed an average fuel consumption for
our test pericd of 13.1 litres/100km (21.5mpg)
which is not spectacular for a four cylinder car
but is acceptable in the light of the car’s size,
weight, appointments and comfortable carry-
ing capacity. It is also marginally better than
the consumption of the CX 2000, its pre-
decessor, which carried the same load with a
smaller engine. The CX 2200 returned a best
of 12.8 litres for a hundred kilometres (22
mpg).

Braking is without any doubt at all the Cit-
roen's strongest and most remarkable point.
The car does not have a pedal, but a button on
the floor which locks similar to a pedal. This
activates the four wheel discs at a touch, and
again like everything with the Citroen it takes
getting used tol The first few attempts will
result in dramatically sudden stops . .. then
you realise that the brakes require only a
touch. The self-levelling suspension works
well in conjunction with the brakes, ensuring
flat and level stops under any circumstances.
There is little or no brake fade, even after a
number of emergency stops and it is/impaossi-
ble to lock the wheels and skid.

In fact, in an attempt to lock the wheels
during one test run | threw my full weight (a
mean 88kg) onto the stop buttan to such an
extent that the muscles in my calf cramped on
me, and still no+ock-up!

But, that is the Citroen . . . a car of extremes.
Extremely advanced design, extremely com-
plex, extremely good at some things and not
s0 good at others.

But, at close to $23,000 on the road, | find it
difficult to believe the car would appeal to
more than the dedicated and enthusiastic Cit-
roen owner. O
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CITROEN CX2400 PALLAS
ROAD TEST DATA

(As tested)

ENGINE DIMENSIONS AND WEIGHT

e, T oo Front  Wheelbase .. .2845mm | THE FIVE-STAR TEST

Cylinders.... Four ‘in-line . Front Track..

Bore x Stroke. Rear Track... ini **
Capacity .. Overall Length ... Finish * *

Overall Width
= Overall Height...
..Mechanical  Ground Clearance

Carburation .
Compression Ratio..
Fuel Pump..

Comfort Yk Kk

ariable 155 275 mm :
Valve Gear.. Slr\gle side-mounted camshaft  Kerb Weight...... T .. 1300 kg Handllng ***
Claimed Power.. ..B5.75kW at 5500 rpom  Weight to Power 152 kglkW

Claimed Torgue... 179 Nm at 2750 rpm e Brakes *****

Maximum Recommended Engme Speed .6000 rpom  CAPACITIES AND EQU|PMENT
Specific Power Output ... S 365 kWilitre  Fuel Tank .. ....BB litres Performance ****
Cooling System . B.75 litres i
TRANSMISSION Eggm”fs;;n;f” tres | Quietness Yok ke
Type.. ...Three- speed semi-automatic  gagtery ... E
DAV WHBBIG e s srener e TON, Ao e Luggage Capacity b0 .
Gearbox Ratios
Gear Ratio km/h-1000 rpm Miax Speed
First........ 13900 135 T eh FUEL CONSUMPTION s alig farmahey *kk
e LI B - A
Third..... 0.800 320 182 e Bl e 7l
Final-Drive Ratio.. e kel swaat 8O0 CHECRLIST
ACCELERATION Aoy wheels ............ i
SUSPENSION 0-80 km/h .. B sdvehds Adjustable steering.. .No
Front/Rear........... ..Hydro-pneumatic with automatic  g.gg km/h 08 sneene Air-conditioning. iYes
self- Eeve\llng and adJUSlab|e ride height 0100 km/h . 15,0 seconds Campets. e, Yes
Wheels. 55414 0110 kmih. .17.9 seconds Central door \ocklng -.No
Tyres... 18514 0-120 kmth... 199 seconds | Clock....... o
Standing 400 metres .. 20 d ntermittent wipers i
ERAKES | SRGEnes Laminated screen. .Yes
ront .....260 mm discs Petrol-filler lock.
Raar.. 533 mm discs OVERTAKING TIMES Power steering

. Power windows..
STEERING S0=30 hmi ez RadiO.....irvervee
Type... . ........Diravi powsr-assist  60-100 km/h... Rear-window wipe ]
Turns, ank to Lock .......... 25 Remote oulside mirror adjustment . : No
Ratio.. - Variable BRAKING Sun roof.......... . No
Turning (o1 T — 10.9 metres  100-0 km/h. .o 44,6 metres Tachometer. .Yes
Tape player.... Yes
COMPARISONS ACCELERATION BRAKING
CAPACITY POWER Standing 400m 100 km/h-0 FUEL PRICE §
CAR (cc) (kW) (Seconds) (Metres) (L/100 kms)
Citroen CX 2400 2347 85.75 20.0 44.6 13.1 22,220
Rover 3500 3528 120.0 18.7 44.0 14.9 24,750
BMW 323i 2315 105° 17.9 41.0 12.9 19,320
Saab 5-dr Turbo J 1985 107 17.3 43.0 12.8 24,750
Peugeot604 2664 940 19.5 45.0 15.0 22,950

The only foreign product to win a coveted SEMA Best New Product Award, 1974. Now one of the top selling aftermarket filters in the US, and Exported Worldwide.

Ram flo 5w
High Volume AIR FILTERS

High air volume means high VOLUMETRIC EFFICIENCY
— the key to fuel ECONOMY and PERFORMANCE.

RAM FLO's unique design provides a large filter
area, allowing unimpaired air flow, even at high RPM.

The Flame-Resistant Pulyurethane foam element
requires no messy oiling, and maintains its filtering
efficiency when washed regularly in soapy water.
Simply dry and replace!l If serviced correctly,

no more elements to buy.

RAM FLO Filters are available in four air-flow
capacities with neck and flange fittings to suit all
popular cars & motorcycles. They can be purchased
from your local Auto Parts or Performance Shop,

or direct from the manufacturer:

| IMINDXE cORPORATION Pty.Ltd., Ph. (02) 7473333
166-176 Parramatta Rd., BURWOOD, N.S.W. Telex 26421. K
Direct wholesale enquiries to: P.O.Box 71, CROYDON,2132. Vic.Reprasentative: Rod Wayling (03}3032521
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Pre-budget stock still available!

One of the real inoredients of success
is an open mind.

It is not easy to convince some pcop]e to drive a date. Tts sa[‘elv\' is remarkable, its hjgh spce(l
Citroén. Dut if vou are success/ul enough to have perFormanc'o is sensational, ils city performem(:e
a luxury car, may we ask whether you achieved makes driving a pleasure. It has a proven, simple,
that success by following everyone else? economical 4-cylinder engine. It has every

The Citroén is unlike other cars. Put vou cannot ]1.1x_ury, mounted in‘\\-’llat is possibly the most
be better without being different. revolutionary car of its time.

There are so many th'mgs both hetter and

difrer.m.}t about t]m Citrocn C)\QﬁlOQ that you Ie, It costs nothing to open your min_d. Bryson

not giving voursell a ('l‘jl“('ff i you SHT}}}JI}' say it's Industries Limited. distributors of Citroén,

not for vou. As l\’iik(_'}\nh]e wrote in The Sydney 358 4266, Melbourne 428 1551,
Australian October 23rd, 1979, The CX2400 Adelaide 212 4131,

has what it takes to r[‘ualify as the best all-round Queensland distributors

imporLo({ ]uxur}' car for the prit'e.' Maxim Motors, Newstead 52 7177,

[t makes normal driving expectations quite out of WA distributors Motts of \Ve'[shpoo], 458 3855,

BRYSONACITROEN
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